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plays had lists of dramatis persons; Howe supplied
them for the rest. In the Folios the division into
acts and scenes is carried out completely in only
seventeen cases, it is partially done in thirteen, and
in six it is not attempted at all. Howe again com-
pleted the work, and though some of his divisions
have been modified and others should be, he performed
this task with care and intelligence. He modernized
the spelling and the punctuation, completed the exits
and entrances, corrected many corrupt speech-tags,
and arranged many passages where the verse was
disordered. In virtue of these services, he must, in
spite of his leaving much undone, be regarded as one
of the most important agents in the formation of our
modern text.

A second edition of Howe's Shakespeare was pub-
lished in 1714, and in 1725 appeared a splendid quarto
edition in six volumes, edited by Alexander Pope.
In his preface Pope made strong professions of Ms
good faith in dealing with the text. "I have dis-
charged/* he said, "the dull duty of an editor to my
best judgment, with more labor than I expect thanks,
with a religious abhorrence of all innovation, and without
any indulgence to my private sense or conjecture. . . .
The various readings are fairly put in the margia, so
that anyone may compare 'em; and those I have pre-
ferred into the text are constantly ex fide codicum>
upon authority. . . . The more obsolete or unusual
words are explained." Hardly one of these state-